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2020, Year of Many Challenges:  Drought

1. D

Bangor Daily News
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What is drought?
• Lack of rain, high temperatures, low humidity (meteorological drought)
• Lack of soil moisture (agricultural drought)

– Wilting plants, reduced crop growth and yield
– Increase in fire danger

• Low flow in streams, rivers, and lakes (shorter-term hydrological drought)
– Loss of irrigation sources, stressed public water supplies
– Higher water temperatures
– Stranding of fish and invertebrates

• Low groundwater levels (longer-term hydrological drought)
– Drying wells
– Drying springs and groundwater-dependent wetlands
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• Dry conditions began in mid-May and rapidly worsened in June.
-“flash drought” caused by very dry, warm air with no rain.

• Although some areas saw some relief in mid-October, the 
drought is not currently over.
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River Flows
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Groundwater
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2001-2003 2016 2020

• 1947-50, 1995, and 1999-2003 were Maine’s most severe hydrological droughts.
• 1963-69 was Maine’s longest period (7 years) of drought.
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20202016
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cfs

USGS Fact Sheet 2004-3021 

River Flows 1999-2002
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