
“I Decided 
That I Shall”

Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith’s 1964 Presidential Run



The Margaret Chase Smith Library
● Archive
● Museum
● Home
● mcslibrary.org

● Museum Assistant
● National History Day in Maine State 

Coordinator



Brief Senator Smith Biography
● Born in 1897

● 1916-Graduated

● 1922-Organizes the BPW

● 1930-Marries Clyde Smith

● 1940-Clyde Dies

● 1940-Elected U.S. House of 

Representatives

● 1947-Female Military Status

● 1948-Elected U.S. Senate

● 1950-DoC Speech

● 1964-Presidential Run

● 1972-Loses Re-Election

● 1982-Dedicates Library

● 1989-Presidential Medal of Freedom

● Dies in 1995



1964: A Pivotal Year
● President Kennedy Assassinated (1963)

● Freedom Summer

● Civil Rights Act of 1964

● Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

● The British Invasion-the Beatles and Rolling Stones

● Two James Bond Movies are Released-From Russia with Love & 

Goldfinger
● Senator Smith’s Run for the White House



1956 Ladies’ Home Journal



Presidential Speculation

● Vice-Presidential Nominee in 1952?
● Rumors of a presidential run began 

circulating in August, 1963
● Felt she was a moderate alternative for 

Republican voters
○ Senator Barry Goldwater (more conservative)

○ Governor Nelson Rockefeller (more liberal)



Formidable Candidate

● Received mail urging her to run
● President Kennedy

○ He “would not look forward to 

campaigning against Margaret Chase 

Smith” and called her “formidable as a 

political figure.”

● Senator Smith planned to 
announce her decision on 
December 5, 1963



Public Reaction to Speculation



Public Reaction to Speculation (Con’t)

“Until Sen. Smith’s 
news, I don’t believe 
the question ever came 
up. I’m undecided 
whether I’d vote for a 
womand for President 
and the same holds 
true on a woman for 
Vice President.”

“Never! And that goes for 
both--a woman for 
President, and a male 
presidential nominee with 
a woman for his running 
mate. Women are unsuited 
to the responsibilities of 
the presidency. It’s a man’s 
job.”

“Definitely no vote from 
me for President. Emotions 
are what guide women, not 
sense. I wouldn’t vote for a 
woman for Vice President 
either. She might become 
President.”



Announcement and Reaction

● Made her announcement on 
January 27, 1964 at the Women’s 
National Press Club

● Teased her audience by 
proclaiming that she had neither 
the money nor the organization to 
make a successful run

● Majority of her reasons were 
gender based
○ Including being told that no woman 

should aspire to be president



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_VbI0tapni8EMHPolKCJynabWrrq0WOo/preview


Another View of the Reaction



The Primaries
● Three “self-imposed limitations”

○ No national organization

○ No large war chest

○ No extended time on the campaign trail

● Ran campaign based on 24 years of 
experience

● Returned campaign contributions
● Refused to leave official duties and miss roll 

call votes in Congress
● Was on the primary ballot in three states: 

New Hampshire, Illinois, and Oregon



Throwing Her 
Hat in the Ring

Gender Representation in the Media







Cartoons







The Republican National Convention
● Took Place July 13-17 at the Cow Palace 

in San Francisco

● Senator Smith became the first woman 

placed in nomination by a major political 

party on July 15.



The Republican National Convention (Con’t)

● Vermont Senator George Aiken gave the 

nominating speech

● Seconding Speeches

○ Maine Governor John Reed

○ Ohio congresswoman Frances P. Bolton

○ North Dakota Delegation Chairman John 

Rouzie

○ Mrs. Betty Horne from Washington



The Republican National 
Convention (Con’t)

● The First Roll Call
○ Senator Goldwater-883 Delegates
○ Senator Smith-27 Delegates

■ Vermont
■ Massachusetts
■ Ohio
■ North Dakota
■ Washington
■ Alaska
■ Maine



The Republican National Convention (Con’t)

● The Second Roll Call

○ Wanted to show unity/unanimous 

nomination

○ Smith refused to release her 

delegates

○ Came in second to Senator 

Goldwater

○ Goldwater lost presidential election

■ LBJ-486 Electoral Votes

■ Goldwater-52 Electoral Votes



Lasting Legacy
● Woman pioneer
● Became an inspiration for the next generation


