
MAINE SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING STANDARDS  

5-LS2 Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

5-LS2-1 Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, 
decomposers, and the environment. 

Further Explanation: Emphasis is on the idea that matter that is not food (air, water, 
decomposed materials in soil) is changed by plants into matter that is food. Examples of systems 
could include organisms, ecosystems, and the Earth. Utilize Maine or Atlantic plants and animals 
to develop a model of a food chain or web. 

Developing and Using Models, Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems, Cycles of Matter 
and Energy Transfer, Systems and System Models 

 

 


