
National Organizations Maine State 
Agency Initiatives 

NATURE-BASED EDUCATION RESOURCES
This document is designed to highlight a variety of resources and initiatives related to nature based education for students ages three and up.

Unlike outdoor learning where teaching and learning is done outdoors, nature based learning utilizes the natural world to guide learning through
time spent engaged with nature. This document is fluid and not exhaustive. It is ever-changing as updates, links and contacts may change. 

Childhood by Nature 
 

Growing Up Wild (ages 3-7) 
Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife:
Field Trips—Live and Virtual 
Maine Wildlife Park

Ages 3-5
Samara Early Learning 
Children and Nature  

 Green Schoolyards America
 

Ages 3-8

Ages 5+

State Organizations

Nature Based Education Consortium 
Teach ME Outside 
Wolfe’s Neck Center 
Maine Math and Science Alliance 
Ferry Beach Ecology School
Natural Resources Council of Maine

Ages 3-5 Ketcha Outdoors (K classroom) 

National Environmental
Education Foundation (NEEF) 

Ages 3-8

Gulf of Maine Research Institute Ages 8+

Ages 5+

Ages 3-8

Baxter State Park Authority—Junior
Ranger Program 

Ages 5-8

Ages 5+

Maine Department of Agriculture
Education Resources

Ages 3+

Local Initiatives* 

Cohort for Embedded Outdoor
and Experiential Learning and
Teaching (PK-8) - 
SAU Contact Katie West
Katahdin Schools – PK-12 Outdoor
Learning Pathways – SAU Contact
Marie Robinson 
Agnes Gray Elementary – MSAD 17
All students will learn outdoors
SAU Contact Sarah Timm 

Ages 3+

MSAD 28 Camden - Out and About
– The Outrageous Outdoors SAU
Contact Debra McIntyre 

Ages 3-5

School Union 76 – Deer Isle-
Stonington (Place Based – includes
some outdoor partnerships) SAU
Contact – Lynne Witham
RSU 9 Mt. Blue – Oxbow Outdoors 
SAU Contact Jake Bogar 

Ages 5+

*Other examples of local
initiatives can contact

Nicole.Madore@maine.gov to be
added to this list 

 

NATURE-BASED PLAY AND LEARNING: A LITERATURE REVIEW • PEER ASSOCIATES - AMY POWERS AND QING REN 
SEEDS TO BLOOMS: A REPORT ON NATURE-BASED EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AT ANTIOCH UNIVERSITY  CHERYL CHARLES, PH.D 
A NATURAL CHOICE: LEARNING OUTDOORS • NAEYC/YOUNG CHILDREN – LISA HANSEL 
FOREST DAYS CASE STUDIES • PEER ASSOCIATES - AMY POWERS 
SCHOOL’S OUT(DOORS) • PEER ASSOCIATES & SHELBURNE FARMS 
A RETURN TO NATURE-BASED EDUCATION • YES MAGAZINE – DAVID SOBEL 
OUTDOOR PRESCHOOL POLICY ACTION FRAMEWORK • WILLAMETTE PARTNERSHIP 
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Department of Marine Services

Project Wild (K-12)
Maine Forest Service
Maine Bureau of Parks and Lands-
Passport Program

Maine Geological Survey
Maine Bureau of Water Quality
Wells National Estuary Research Reserve

Acadia National Park

https://www.childhoodbynature.com/
https://www.childhoodbynature.com/
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/programs-resources/educational-programs/teachers-educators/fieldtrip-opportunities.html
https://www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife-park/index.html
https://www.samarael.com/
https://www.samarael.com/
https://www.samarael.com/
https://www.samarael.com/
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/
https://www.nbeconsortium.com/
https://teachmeoutside.org/
https://www.wolfesneck.org/
https://mmsa.org/
https://theecologyschool.org/
https://www.nrcm.org/blog/kids-nature-activities-distance-learning-maine/
https://ketchaoutdoors.org/
https://ketchaoutdoors.org/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj_0dv49Ln6AhXR4MgKHTasBokYABAAGgJxdQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESa-D24quH4lICzDauLB1SMtvO0PIWhuZzRVQLIPRRScADAPyWgW5UtYT7EzUVb5H90AUHWV0I4YYSxqL67p_ig7fTy3XEksTrYJC-u7IAe1Bss6VYz2CXU4XQyj0itP7g4bsI5vZi2Cy24hLR&sig=AOD64_1a8jEOMPE0XqaX0yvk7IEyB3oP5g&q&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwiJr9L49Ln6AhUfK1kFHcGPBZYQ0Qx6BAgJEAE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwj_0dv49Ln6AhXR4MgKHTasBokYABAAGgJxdQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESa-D24quH4lICzDauLB1SMtvO0PIWhuZzRVQLIPRRScADAPyWgW5UtYT7EzUVb5H90AUHWV0I4YYSxqL67p_ig7fTy3XEksTrYJC-u7IAe1Bss6VYz2CXU4XQyj0itP7g4bsI5vZi2Cy24hLR&sig=AOD64_1a8jEOMPE0XqaX0yvk7IEyB3oP5g&q&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwiJr9L49Ln6AhUfK1kFHcGPBZYQ0Qx6BAgJEAE
https://www.gmri.org/
https://www.gmri.org/
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/discover_history_explore_nature/activities/junior-ranger-program.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/discover_history_explore_nature/activities/junior-ranger-program.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/educational_resources/
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
mailto:westk@portlandschools.org
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
mailto:marierobinson@rsu89.org
mailto:marierobinson@rsu89.org
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
mailto:s.timm@msad17.org
mailto:s.timm@msad17.org
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
mailto:debra.mcintyre@fivetowns.net
mailto:debra.mcintyre@fivetowns.net
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
mailto:lwitham@su76.org
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
mailto:jbogar@mtbluersd.org
mailto:jbogar@mtbluersd.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SyVBNht2TFOumZdE-_f0Hl2pqXa_qriM/view
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cef097070108400013b627d/t/620bfe9f23175d684b89da32/1644953284719/Seeds+to+Blooms.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2018/natural-choice-learning-outdoors
https://naturalstart.org/sites/default/files/staff/forest_days_case_study_2017_full.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tfqx8VVj349QWX_XsXgLt1jBKz-jUpPw/view
https://www.yesmagazine.org/environment/2019/12/13/nature-based-education
https://willamettepartnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Outdoor-Preschool-Policy-Action-Framework_FINAL-for-web.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/education/index.html
https://www.fishwildlife.org/projectwild/growing-wild
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mfs/education.html
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/discover_history_explore_nature/activities/passport_program.shtml
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/mgs/frontend/teachers.htm
https://www.maine.gov/dep/water/programs/index.html
https://www.wellsreserve.org/education
https://www.nps.gov/acad/learn/education/index.htm

