
Why Wabanaki Studies?

It’s the law:
● Maine Native American Studies Law (Maine State Law 2001 Chapter 403, An Act

to Require Teaching of Maine Native American History and Culture in Maine's
Schools--or LD 291

It’s in our Maine Learning Results:

● Content Standards | Department of Education

Know the importance of Place-Based Education:
LD 291 was written to ensure:

1. that no one can live in this space, we now call Maine, without knowing they live
in the Dawnland

2. we know our history and we cannot do that without acknowledging the
Panawahpskek (Penobscot), Wolastoq (Maliseet), Mi'kmaq, Abenaki, and
Peskotumukati (Passamaquoddy) nations

3. students learn about the imposed political boundaries that shape what we now
call Maine

4. schools teach about the continuous presence, governance, stewardship,
adaptability, endurance, and resistance of Wabanaki people.

Learn about the Wabanaki?
● History of the Wabanaki
● Wabanaki Studies in the classroom (Abbe Museum)
● Current issues shared by the Wabanaki Alliance

Learn about political borders:
● Map of Wabanaki territory before being moved to reservations.
● Interactive Wabanaki maps from Abbe Museum

Learn about the history of the Wabanaki:
● European contact
● Boarding schools
● article about Wabanaki children being removed from

their homes and forced into foster care.

Connect Wabanaki Studies to other learning:
● Interdisciplinary

https://legislature.maine.gov/doc/5791
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/content
https://wabanakialliance.com/wabanaki-history/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56a8c7b05a5668f743c485b2/t/5a6a1f978165f52cf60a1fcf/1516904346840/Wabanaki+Studies+in+Maine+Classrooms+-+Resources+and+Tools.pdf
https://wabanakialliance.com/
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/wabanaki-confederacy/
https://peopleofthefirstlight.org/maps/map1.html
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/wabanaki-confederacy/
https://libguides.spsd.org/wabanaki/schools
https://inthesetimes.com/article/stolen-children-maine-native-wabanaki-truth-reconciliation-genocide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14DrEuBNhGZrX-v1SSfL4itKY5Sqv2uEp/view?usp=sharing1PubvxafUy2kBSS4wHQ85gg7nOJqQQvoglTdvHfHXmqA/edit?usp=sharing


Crucial conversations:
● Teach students to have crucial conversations

Understand Indigenous stereotypes in Maine:
● Stereotyping Native Americans article

Indigenous Peoples in Maine are Not Mascots | Maulian Dana | TEDxDirigo

Understand Why Maine replaced Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples’ Day:

● Indigenous Peoples Day Resources.pdf

Meet Wabanaki artists, environmentalists and activists:
● David Moses Bridges
● Geo Soctomah Neptune
● Maulian Dana
● Theresa Secord
● Wabanaki Traditional Knowledge Keeper Directory

Listen to Wabanaki music:
● Emma Stevens - Blackbird by The Beatles sung in Mi'kmaq
● Wabanaki Drumming music

Learn how to be an Ally:
● It’s easier than you may think!
● Check out these 10 Ways to Be an Ally

https://youtu.be/XVAdGXrU60w
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iTxGcCT2BAw1myV0UuzVvnuBrryV6raY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1shI9hBpLihL-AEfvF1hzEQgDSxZ7UgVt/view?usp=drive_link3mkwxjJrfPPUUnIy0OxNqGAZ5FaIycJkmHeasAyEAwg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ferris.edu/HTMLS/news/jimcrow/native/homepage.htm
https://davidmosesbridges.com/
https://www.unitedstatesartists.org/fellow/geo-soctomah-neptune/
https://americanswhotellthetruth.org/portraits/maulian-dana/
https://www.theresasecord.com/carousel.php?galleryID=277899
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rjxAt77kivLleCi3v_31CwjOZACbIAkx/view?usp=drive_linkwabanaki-artist-directory/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=99-LoEkAA3w
https://www.youtube.com/user/kreepykrawlie
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/10-ways-to-be-ally-indigenous-peoples/

