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Comparison of Traditional and Next Generation Guided Reading

Traditional
Guided Reading

Next Generation
Guided Reading

Lesson Structure

Lesson is preplanned,
often programmatic;
teacher summarizes the
text before the students
read it; teacher
pre--exposes students to
potentially difficult
vocabulary

Text selection is the
backbone of planning for
guided reading; teacher is
responsive to student
interactions with the text as
they figure out
independently what it is
about and which words
require extra
problem--solving strategies
to figure out

Prompting Teacher decides which Teacher lets students try
strategy would best help different strategies---which
students figure out the may or may not work---and
tricky spot and prompts encourages their
students accordingly with experimentation by offering
specific prompts, such as broad prompts, such as
Get your mouth ready or What will you try? or What
Look at the picture. can you do next?

The Teacher’'s Work The teacher explicitly The teacher facilitates,

instructs through much of
the lesson; extensive
teacher talk and direct
instruction

rather than directs, the
lesson; observes students
as they resolve challenges
in the text and makes
notes about their reading
processes; extensive
student interaction with the
text

The Students’ Work

Waiting for teacher
direction and prompting;
much listening to direct
instruction; some reading

Deciding how to interact
with the text; identifying
and puzzling through the
tricky spots in the text;
much reading
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Guided Reading Reminders

ALWAYS make engagement and student interest the most important criteria in text
selection; it seduces them into doing hard work independently.

Establish a procedure for having children reread texts. Make this a routine. For example,
beginning readers can reread the previous day’s text at the beginning of each lesson,
while older readers can reread a chapter for homework or during independent reading.
Have children bring their bag of books to the table when they gather for guided reading.
They can read from their browsing bags while they wait for the lesson to start and/or if
they finish reading the new book/passage. You can have them put their bags under their
seats when you need them out of the way.

The titles of guided reading books usually are not leveled. If the title is not within the
reading level of students, just tell them the name of the book. Don't let the title bog down
the guided reading session.

Give children time to solve problems before prompting them. Enough time often feels like
too much time! To get a sense of how much wait time you are giving students, audio or
video tape a lesson.

When children read a word, whether they read it correctly or incorrectly, don’t
confirm/refute their answer. Just say How do you know? and How else do you know? to
get them to practice self monitoring.

If children focus on the print more than the meaning, teach them to look at the pictures
on each page carefully before they try to read the words. Teach this intentionally and
thoroughly during shared reading and expect it to carry over into guided reading.

Rather than telling children to look at something specific in the pictures or in the meaning
of the text, say, What do you notice? Teach them to search for information themselves.
Unless the book is very short or the group is very small, you won’t be able to listen to
every child read the whole text. Limit your time with each student.

Connect guided reading to shared reading. Teach less during guided reading by
addressing patterns of misunderstanding during shared reading.

Guided reading sessions are short, 15 to 20 minutes. If your guided reading lessons are
too long or students are getting little time to actually read, you may be talking too much,
i.e. doing too much of the work.

If you have to talk a lot to get students through the book successfully, the book is
probably too hard.

Collect running records or anecdotal notes about students’ reading processes as you
listen to them read. This will make it easier to let them do the work and give you a
valuable record of their reading progress.
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